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The Church of
St. Bernard of Clairvaux

&

St. Stanislaus KoStka

Phone: 908-756-3393
Fax: 908-756-3059
E-mail: office@bestchurch.net

Website: www.bestchurch.net

The people of St. Bernard of Clairvaux and St. Stanislaus Kostka

are a "Living Mosaic of God's People,” who, seek salvation through

worship, education, stewardship and service, proclaiming our faith

in God and in our heritages.

PARISH STAFF

Rev. Marcin Fuks - Pastor

pastor@bestchurch.net
908-756-3393 Ext - 103

Rev. Bernardo Garcia - Parochial Vicar
vicar@bestchurch.net
908-756-3393 Ext - 110

Karole Lechowski - Secretary
office@bestchurch.net
908-756-3393

Iveth Parada - Religious Education
bestreligioused@gmail.com

CHURCH ADDRESS
1235 George Street
Plainfield, NJ 07062

OFFICES & MAILING ADDRESS
368 Sumner Avenue
Plainfield, NJ 07062

OFFICE HOURS

Sunday: Closed or by appointment
Monday - Friday: 10:00 am-2:00 pm

Saturday: Closed or by appointment

INVITES YOU TO
CELEBRATE THE EUCHARIST

Sunday 9:00 am
1:00 pm in English
11:00 am in Polish

Weekdays

Monday - Saturday --------------- 9:00 am

Saturday 5:00 pm

for Sunday obligation
Holy Day Vigil--—-- 7:00 pm, English

9:00 am
12:00 noon in English
7:00 pm bi-lingual, English & Polish

Holy Day

RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:15 pm

Daily & Sunday: After each Mass.
Special Penance Services scheduled
seasonally in English and Polish.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Levels 1 - 8:
Wednesday, 6:30 - 7:40 pm

For information regarding Parish
Sacrament Preparation Classes, please
call the Office.

July 7, 2024

SERVED By
Rev. Marcin Fuks, Pastor
pastor@bestchurch.net

MARRIAGE: Arrangements should be
made with a priest as soon as possible.
One year prior to marriage or as soon

as engagement is announced is
recommended.

MINISTRY TO THE SICK: In the
event of serious illness or when someone
is hospitalized, the parish office should be
notified. The Eucharist and the Sacrament
of the Sick will be celebrated with anyone
requesting them. Remember, the Hospital
cannot notify us on their own.

YouTrH MINISTRY: The Youth Mass
is at 9:00 am on Sundays and "Get-A-
Grip,"” grades 7-12, meets for Liturgy of
the Word during the Mass on the first
Sunday of the month. Youth in grades
9-12 meet at scheduled intervals.

CATECHUMENATE (RCIA): A
process of faith building for those who
would like to become members of, or for
all who have not received full initiation
into, the Roman Catholic Church. Please
call the Catechetics Center for more
information.

BAPTISM: Celebrated throughout the
year in accordance with the policy of the
Archdiocese and to accommodate the
needs of our Parish Family. Attendance at
a preparation session may be required.
You must be a registered and active
family for at least 90 days before a date
for Baptism will be scheduled. Please call
the Parish Office for an appointment.



| Mass Intentions®__
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Saturday — July 6... St. Maria Goretti

9:00AM...+ People of the Parish

5:00PM...+ Nell Payne, req. Mary Ellen Chanda

Sunday - July 7...14th Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00AM...+ Gertrude “Trudy” Fritze,

req. Helga Gilligan, Sister
11:00AM...+Antoni Kapolka, req. Son and Family
1:00PM....+.Maureen Della Fave,

req. Macknowsky Family

Monday — July 8... Weekday
9:00AM...+ Laraine Colucci, (3™ Anniv.) req. Family

Tuesday — July 9... St. Augustine Zhao Rong
9:00AM...+ Lenny Shaughnessy, req. Johanna Merkle

Wednesday — July 10... Weekday
9:00AM... + Jackie Moore (6". Anniv.) req. Parish Family

Thursday — July 11... St. Benedict
9:00AM... People of the Parish

Friday — July 12... Weekday
9:00AM...+ Janet Garbarini, req. Parish Family

Saturday - July 13... St. Henry
9:00AM...+ Irene Moore, (6" Anniv.) req. Family
5:00PM...+ Daniel Cash, req. Mary Ellen Chanda

Sunday - July 14...15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00AM...+ Lucia Simeone,

req. Mr. & Mrs. Luigi Ragozzino
11:00AM.+ Lucyna Zelinska, req. Samul Family
1:00PM...+ Eternal Life for Gertruda, req. Andy Soljan

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

First Reading: Ezekiel 2:2-5

Ezekiel is moved to respond to the call of God and to
accentuate his teaching with a direct reference to the
Word of God.

Second Reading: Il Corinthians 12:7-10

Paul had questioned the value of his suffering, and God
replied, “My grace is enough for you, for strength is
made perfect in weakness.” Paul then realized that
although he was weak against persecution, he was
strong in faith.

Gospel: Mark 6:1-6

Jesus could do little for those in his own part of the
country, for their lack of faith in him was so great.
Therefore, he spent much of his time teaching in
neighboring villages instead.

The Tabernacle Candle will burn this week for
all our Parish Faithful Departed.

The Bread and Wine used at Mass for the month of
July is for Kam Lam Wong at the request of the
Wong Family.

YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED for those whose health
is challenged in any way especially Cathy and Jack Rooney
and Marian Parcinski.

OUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED for all the Faithful
Departed.

STEWARDSHIP

14" Sunday in Ordinary Time

“As the Lord spoke to me, the spirit entered me and set
me on my feet, and | heard the one who was speaking
say to me, ‘Son of man, | am sending you... EzekieL 2:2-3
God has a plan for each of us. He calls us to do
something for Him. But He doesn’t leave us on our
own to figure it out. He gives us the resources we
need to do His work. Are you listening for God’s
call? When you hear it, do you get on your feet and
do the work He asks of you? Do not be afraid.

God doesn'’t call the equipped, he equips the
called. Answer His call.

DEVOTION
The Rosary is prayed before the 9AM
i‘%f\%w’% Mass during the week
L

| Monday — Saturday. On Thursdays
'? e\ ¢t after 9AM Mass the Blessed Sacrament

{\jn‘\j is exposed, closing with Benediction at

‘f\wﬁ 11:00AM.

ROSARY SOCIETY NEWS

The Rosary Mass is celebrated at the 9:00AM
Mass on the First Sunday of the month. Monthly
meetings will resume in September after Mass.

Mt. St. Mary House of
Prayer offers many
programs that invite us to be
stretched and grow in

MOUNT SAINT MARY

House of Prayer . . .
1 Cossorraons comemna oy T€lationship with ourselves,

others and God.

For more information see the website:
www.msmhope.org or email
msmhope@msmhope.org
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YOUTH

Religious Education

Registration for classes 1-8 is now open. You
may register online or in person. Please be
sure to register as soon as possible in order for
us to be adequately supplied for the fall.

| If you can give a little of your time on Wednesday |
1 evenings to be an instructor, an assistant or justto
' help out a little, please call the office or contact :
| Iveth Parada in the Religious Education |
1 1
1 1

I

Department bestreligioused@gmail.com

ALTAR SERVERS

Be joyful to serve at the altar, to be
closer to Jesus!

Altar Servers make a difference. If
you are interested in participating at
Mass as an Altar Server, girls
included - contact Fr. Bernardo.

ST. BARTHOLOMEW ACADEMY
The academy is a perfect place for a Catholic
Education founded on learning a true Catholic
way and achieving excellence in academics.
The students are nurtured and cared for.
For information, please contact
Maureen Doherty at 908-322-4265
www.stbacademy.org

St. Mary Recycle Group
will be collecting no longer
needed religious items this year,
the week of July 29,

Please do not bring any items into

the church or office before July 28"

We cannot store them at this time.
Items Accepted; Crucifixes, statues (any size,
no out- door cement statues), rosaries
(damaged is ok), holy medals, holy cards,
framed religious pictures, used musical
instruments in any condition, prayer books.
Items NOT Accepted: Religious reading
books, story books, pamphlets, magazines,
DVD’s, VHS tapes, wax candles.

The Saint of the Week

STS. AUGUSTINE ZHAO RONG,
PRIEST AND COMPANIONS, CHINESE
MARTYRS

(July 9)

The Gospel first arrived in China, in the
6th century via Syria. Evangelization in the
modern age began in earnest in the 16th century
with the arrival of European missionaries such
as the Jesuit Matteo Ricci. By the 17th century,
not a few Chinese had embraced the Lord Jesus
Christ and His Gospel. Over the next several
centuries, they would testify to their faith with
their blood.

The first Chinese martyr was in fact a
Spanish Dominican friar, Fr. Francisco
Fernandez de Capillas, who was captured in
1647 in Fu’an, in a wave of anti-Christian
persecution. When, in 1648, Fr. de Capillas was
beheaded, sealing the transformation of the
Spanish priest into a Chinese saint, his spiritual
children would show their worth. They followed
him: 120 martyrs between 1648 and 1930, of
which 87 were native-born Chinese Christians
and 33 were foreign-born missionaries from
various religious communities.

In the late 1700’s, after the death of a
number of Chinese lay catechists who refused to
renounce the faith even under torture, a Chinese
soldier experienced a turn of events that
transformed him into the name and the face of a
vast company of his fellow countrymen who had
encountered the Lord. It happened that Zhao
Rong was assigned to the company of guards sent
to escort the French missionary, Bishop John
Gabriel Taurin Dufresse, on the long journey to
his execution in Beijing. There was something
about this foreigner’s bearing, his patience in the
face of suffering and imminent death, that struck
the soldier. He began to listen to this leader of an
outlawed faith. Soon, the soldier asked for
baptism, taking the name Augustine. The
foreign-born priest was killed, but he had a
spiritual son: Augustine Zhao Rong asked for
holy orders, becoming the first Chinese-born
diocesan priest. In 1815, Fr. Augustine followed
his spiritual father to torture and martyrdom.
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Polskie Duszpasterstwo
W Parafii éw, Bemarda | $w. Stanistawa Kostki

14 Niedziela Zwykla Rok B

Homilia papieza Franciszka

Ewangelia dzisiejszej niedzieli méwi nam o
niedowiarstwie rodakéw Jezusa. Po tym jak gtosit w
innych miasteczkach Galilei, Jezus powrdcit do
Nazaretu, gdzie dorastat z Maryjq i Jozefem, i w
pewien szabat zaczat naucza¢ w synagodze. Wielu,
ktdrzy Go stuchali, pytato: ,Skad to u Niego? I co to
za madros¢, ktdra jest Mu dana? Czy nie jest on
synem ciesli i Maryi, czyli naszych sasiadéw,
ktdrych dobrze znamy?”. Wobec takiej reakcji Jezus
potwierdza prawde, ktdra stata sie réwniez czescig
madrosci ludowej: ,Tylko w swojej ojczyznie, wsrdd
swoich krewnych i w swoim domu moze by¢ prorok
tak lekcewazony”.

Zatrzymajmy sie nad postawg rodakéw
Jezusa. Mozna powiedzie¢, ze znajq Jezusa, ale Go
nie uznaja. Istnieje bowiem réznica miedzy
poznaniem a uznaniem: mozemy wiedzie¢ rdzne
rzeczy o jakiej$ osobie, wyrobi¢ sobie o niej zdanie,
polegac na tym, co méwig o niej inni, moze nawet
spotykac jg od czasu do czasu w sgsiedztwie, ale to
wszystko nie wystarcza. Jest to wiedza
powierzchowna, ktéra nie uznaje wyjatkowosci tej
osoby. Wszystkim nam to grozi: wydaje sie nam, ze
wiemy bardzo wiele o danej osobie, ze przyklejamy
jej etykietke i zamykamy ja w naszych
uprzedzeniach. W ten sam sposdb rodacy Jezusa
znajg Go od trzydziestu lat i myslg, ze wiedzag
wszystko, a w rzeczywistosci nigdy nie zdawali
sobie sprawy z tego, kim On jest naprawde.
Zatrzymuja sie na tym, co zewnetrzne i odrzucajg
nowos$¢ Jezusa.

Kiedy pozwalamy, by zwyciezyta wygoda
przyzwyczajenia i dyktatura uprzedzen, trudno jest
otworzyc¢ sie na nowosci i dac sie zaskoczyé. W
koncu czesto od zycia, od doswiadczen a nawet od
0sob staramy sie jedynie uzyskaé potwierdzenie
naszych idei i schematdw, abySmy nigdy nie musie¢
podejmowac trudu zmiany. Moze sie to zdarzy¢
takze w relacji z Bogiem, wtasnie nam wierzacym,
nam, ktérym sie wydaje, ze znamy Jezusa, ze juz
tyle o Nim wiemy i ze wystarczy nam powtarzac to
samo, co zawsze. Ale bez otwartosci na nowos¢ i
niespodzianki Boga, bez zadziwienia, wiara staje sie
nudng litanig, ktéra powoli wygasa.

Wreszcie mozemy zapytac, dlaczego rodacy
Jezusa nie uznajg i nie wierzg w Niego? Jaki jest
tego powdd? Mozemy powiedzie¢, w kilku stowach,
Ze nie akceptuja oni zgorszenia Wcielenia.
Skandalem jest to, ze ogrom Boga objawia sie w
mato$ci naszego ciata, ze Syn Bozy jest synem
ciesli, ze boskos$¢ jest ukryta w cztowieczenstwie,
ze BAg jest obecny w obliczu, w stowach, w
gestach prostego cztowieka. Oto skandal: wcielenie
Boga, jego konkretnos¢, jego ,,codziennosc”. W
zasadzie wygodniej jest mie¢ boga abstrakcyjnego i
dalekiego, ktory nie wtraca sie w sytuacje i ktdry
akceptuje wiare oddalong od zycia, od problemdw,
od spoteczenstwa. Albo lubimy wierzy¢ w Boga ,,z
efektami specjalnymi”, ktory czyni jedynie rzeczy
wyjatkowe i zawsze daje wielkie emocje.
Tymczasem Bog przyjat ciato: pokorny, czuty,
ukryty, staje sie nam bliski przebywajac w
normalnosci naszego codziennego zycia. I tak, jak
rodakom Jezusa, grozi nam, ze kiedy przechodzi
obok nas, nie rozpoznajemy Go, albo raczej
jesteSmy Nim zgorszeni.

Szkota Polska Doksztatcajaca

Zajecia w Polskiej Szkole dziatajgcej przy
naszej Parafii odbywajg sie
w kazdy poniedziatek w okresie roku
szkolnego
od godz. 5:30 do 8:00PM.
Kontakt: polskaszkolaplainfield@outlook.com
Dyrektorka Szkoty: Beata Benewiat

Tel. 732-266-4310

ANNUALAPPEAL

The 2024 Annual Appeal has begun! Each year we are
invited to participate in the Annual Appeal, which is an
opportunity to support essential ministries and programs
of our Archdiocese. Your sacrificial support makes it
possible for us to carry out the important work that we
are called to do as missionary disciples of Jesus. Please
consider participating in this

year’s Appeal to help make a significant difference in
many lives.

We already collected $25,257.00 which is 87% of our
goal for the AA 2024. We are missing only $4,001.00

Thank you for all your donations.
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COMMUNITY BUILDING

Symbols are very important in
successful social movements and
this symbol means we are in
solidarity with babies in the womb
and their families. Thank you all so
very much!! Through your kind generosity we were
able to donate $200 to Lifenet.

. Keep your symbol handy to be seen,

you might be saving someone’s life!
If you need another symbol or for someone
else simply email your name and address to
BabyFeetMagnet@gmail.com

NON-PERISHABLE FOOD COLLECTION

We will continue to collect food in the open
area of the church for Starfish to be distributed
throughout the Union County area. Dates
should be current and food non-perishable.
Thank you for all your support throughout the
years.

BESTCHURCH SENIORS

Our Seniors
Iwasatlunch | 5re on a break
with an old -
friend & pointed We will resume
to two elderly meetings in the fall
ladies across the| on the third

roomandaid | Thursday of the
in 10 years® Month at 12:30PM
She said: for programs, fun,

“That’s a mirror”| socialization and
delightful desserts.
If you are a Senior Citizen or almost a Senior
you are invited and welcome to join us.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available
on a regular basis on Saturdays at 4:15PM and
after weekday Masses simply by requesting a
celebration of the sacrament.

Parigh Qf (siving
simple. secure, converiert,

CLICK HERE TO ENROLL IN ONLINE GVING
ORTO ACCESS ACCOUNT

ONLINE GIVING

It is possible to automate your Faith Giving to our
parish. To sign up online and/or to automate giving,
simply go to our parish website.
www.bestchurch.net

From Fr. Marcin’'s Desk

Dear Brothers & Sisters,

The Gospel tells us about the disbelief of
Jesus’ own people, who rejected Him because of
His background. We could say they knew Jesus, but
they did not recognize Him. There is a difference
between knowing and recognizing. In essence, this
difference makes us understand that we can know
various things about a person, but all that is not
enough. Jesus’ fellow villagers knew Him for thirty
years in the same way, and they thought they knew
everything! They never realized who Jesus truly
was. They remained at the exterior level and refused
what was new about Jesus.

When we allow the convenience of habit
and the prejudice to have the upper hand, it is
difficult to open ourselves to what is new. It often
happens in life that we seek from our experiences
and even from people only what conforms to our
own ideas and ways of thinking, so as never to have
to make an effort to change. This can even happen
with God and to us believers, who think we know
Jesus, that we already know so much about Him and
that it is enough to repeat the same things as always.
This is not enough with God. Without openness to
God’s surprises and without amazement, faith
becomes a tiring litany that slowly dies out and
becomes a habit - a social habit.

Amazement, as Pope Francis said, happens
when we meet God. In the Gospel, many times the
people who encountered Jesus and recognized him
felt amazed. And we, by encountering God, must
follow this path: to feel amazement. It is like the
guarantee certificate that the encounter is true and
not habitual.

Without amazement, we are at risk that
when Christ passes by, we will not recognize Him.

Fr. Marcin Fuks

pastor@bestchurch.net
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MEMORIAL

——FUNERAL HOME —
Thoughtful care—Compassionate service

Owned and managed by the Keiser family

“Sustafpon

FAMILY OF FUNERAL HOMES
INDEPENDENT & LOCAL

2425 Plainfield Ave, South Plainfield, NJ 07080
908-561-8000 1

since 1928

Thomas M. Keiser, Jr., Owner
NJ License No. 3844

Laura E. Mann, Executive Director
NJ License No. 4947

155 South Avenue % Fanwood, NJ 07023
908 322-4350

www.fanwoodmemorial.com

James A. Gustafson Ei5E
ﬁhﬁ
(G

President/Manager
NJ License #4205
Richard W. McCriskin Il
Vice President Scan to
NJ License #4564 Vvisit our website

www.mccriskinfuneralhome.com

Pre-Arrangements ¢ Cremation Services
S/S Medicaid Protection

ROOFING » CHIMNEYS

MASONRY -
We Find & Fix Leaks!

L
ROYAL PRO
CONSTRUCTION

Family Owned/Operated « Lic. #13VH0934200, Bonded & Insured « 20+ Yrs.

732-589-9967 Scwing Al of Wew Jersey

JJAJX_J f

Honlne amain=sse

GUTTERS

i "$800 OFF |

Any New Roof Replacement

15% OFF

i Any Roof, Chimney, Gutter, |
i Masonry Repair & SENIORS !

OV,

Act now to
help end hunger.

In the United States, one in
nine people face hunger.

AMERICA

feedingamerica.org

Watchung Dental Care PC e o
COSMETIC = IMPLANT = FAMILY DENTISTRY \ \w

Sang H. Moon D.D.S., F.I1.C.0.1. 1801 East 2nd Street
Caroline Hanna, D.M.D. Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-6090 = www.watchungdentalcare.com

ie necesitan
anunciantes!

[Enviarjun/correo

electronlco a

ONLY YSU

CAN PREVENT WILDFIRES bpolanco@bonventure net

Rutgers Dining Services

NOW HIRING

Per Diem & Hourly Employees

Hiring events held Tuesdays at 10am at Neilson Dining Hall,
177 Ryders Lane, New Brunswick, NJ 08901. To register for an upcoming session,
call 848-932-8469 or email us at edofficeadmin@dining.rutgers.edu.

I~
=
APPLY ONLINE
arriy onune e i

Apply prior to an event
for on-the-spot interviews!

Event Dates
July 9 July 23

July 16

July 30

August 6

August 13

RUTGERS—NEW BRUNSWICK
Dining Services

Division of Student Affairs

go.rutgers.edu/rudmmg

Help build a future where people
live in harmony with nature.

www.worldwildlife.org

Higgins

HOME FOR FUNERALS, INC.

estab]lshed 1 868

NEED A LAWYER?
INJURED?

* Catl For A Free Legal Consaltation *

MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.

Stephen D. Szczubelek
Manager Watchung Lic. #4446
908-756-0017
www.higginsfuneralhome.com
752 Mountain Boulevard - Watchung, NJ 07069

973-326-8902

* Personal Injury

* Workers' Compensation
‘Cennriep By T Supneme Cour oF New Jensey © SOCia| Security D|Sab|l|ty
‘As AWorkers' CompensATion Law ATToRneY

lawmarcbrennerlcomlsJmarc@lawmarcbrennericom

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE - CEDAR KNOLLS, NJ 07927

G35501 (CK) - St. Bernard, Plainfield

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 « BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC * P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836



