.

The Church of
St. Bernard of Clairvaux

&

St. Stanislaus KoStka

Phone: 908-756-3393
Fax: 908-756-3059
E-mail: office@bestchurch.net

Website: www.bestchurch.net

The people of St. Bernard of Clairvaux and St. Stanislaus Kostka

are a "Living Mosaic of God's People,” who, seek salvation through

worship, education, stewardship and service, proclaiming our faith

in God and in our heritages.

PARISH STAFF

Rev. Marcin Fuks - Pastor

pastor@bestchurch.net
908-756-3393 Ext - 103

Rev. Bernardo Garcia - Parochial Vicar
vicar@bestchurch.net
908-756-3393 Ext - 110

Karole Lechowski - Secretary
office@bestchurch.net
908-756-3393

Iveth Parada - Religious Education
bestreligioused@gmail.com

CHURCH ADDRESS
1235 George Street
Plainfield, NJ 07062

OFFICES & MAILING ADDRESS
1232 George Street
Plainfield, NJ 07062

OFFICE HOURS

Sunday: Closed or by appointment
Monday - Friday: 10:00 am-2:00 pm

Saturday: Closed or by appointment

INVITES YOU TO
CELEBRATE THE EUCHARIST

Sunday 9:00 am
1:00 pm in English
11:00 am in Polish

Weekdays

Monday - Saturday --------------- 9:00 am

Saturday 5:00 pm

for Sunday obligation
Holy Day Vigil--—-- 7:00 pm, English

9:00 am
12:00 noon in English
7:00 pm bi-lingual, English & Polish

Holy Day

RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:15 pm

Daily & Sunday: After each Mass.
Special Penance Services scheduled
seasonally in English and Polish.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Levels 1 - 8:
Wednesday, 6:30 - 7:40 pm

For information regarding Parish
Sacrament Preparation Classes, please
call the Office.
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August 11, 2024

SERVED By
Rev. Marcin Fuks, Pastor
pastor@bestchurch.net

MARRIAGE: Arrangements should be
made with a priest as soon as possible.
One year prior to marriage or as soon

as engagement is announced is
recommended.

MINISTRY TO THE SICK: In the
event of serious illness or when someone
is hospitalized, the parish office should be
notified. The Eucharist and the Sacrament
of the Sick will be celebrated with anyone
requesting them. Remember, the Hospital
cannot notify us on their own.

YouTrH MINISTRY: The Youth Mass
is at 9:00 am on Sundays and "Get-A-
Grip,"” grades 7-12, meets for Liturgy of
the Word during the Mass on the first
Sunday of the month. Youth in grades
9-12 meet at scheduled intervals.

CATECHUMENATE (RCIA): A
process of faith building for those who
would like to become members of, or for
all who have not received full initiation
into, the Roman Catholic Church. Please
call the Catechetics Center for more
information.

BAPTISM: Celebrated throughout the
year in accordance with the policy of the
Archdiocese and to accommodate the
needs of our Parish Family. Attendance at
a preparation session may be required.
You must be a registered and active
family for at least 90 days before a date
for Baptism will be scheduled. Please call
the Parish Office for an appointment.



| Mass Intentions

FOR THIE WEEI< ¥3

Saturday — August 10... St. Lawrence
9:00AM... People of the Parish
5:00PM...+ Maureen Watkins,

req. Theresa and John Cosmas

Sunday — August 11... 19" Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00AM...+ Roy Canavesio, req. Karole and Children
11:00AM..+ Julia Panasik, req. Son Marek and Family
+ Bronistawa Piorek, (5" Roczniea Smiercej)
1:00PM...+ Thomas Bardon, req. Kruse Family

Monday — August 12...St. Jane Frances de Chantel
9:00AM... + Antonio Simeone, req. Lucia Simeone

Tuesday — August 13... Sts. Pontian and Hippolytus
9:00AM... + Carlo Riello, req. Antonia Riello

Wednesday — August 14... St. Maximillian Kolbe
9:00AM...+ Viola Pratt, req. Johanna Merkle
7:00PM... Vigil (Eng.)...People of the Parish

Thursday — August 15... The Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
9:00AM... Health of Pat Marinaro, req. Friend Kathy
7:00PM (Pol.)...Jarostawa i Edward Stalenyj,
req. Stanislaw and Family

Friday — August 16...St. Stephen of Hungary
9:00AM ...+ People of the Parish

Saturday — August 17... Weekday
9:00AM...+ Salvatore and Raffaele Mandato,
req. Angela Negri
5:00PM...+ Garwin Polius,
req. Pat and John Zimmerman

Sunday — August 18... 20" Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00AM... + The Health of Frank Kazmierski
11:00AM..+ Jan Benewiat, req. Dzieci i Rodzina.
1:00PM...+ Garwin Polius, req. Linda Scheideman

The Assumption of the Blessed Mother
Thursday, August 15:

Wednesday, August 14 - 7PM — Vigil - English
Thursday, August 15 - 9AM —(Eng) & 7PM —(Pol)

The Tabernacle Candle will burn this week for
all our Parish Faithful Departed.

The Bread and Wine used at Mass for the month of
August is for Blanka Rosales at the request of
Daughter and Family.

YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED for those whose health
is challenged in any way especially Cathy and Jack
Rooney, Marian Parcinski, Frank Kazmierski,

and Olivia Schiffer.

OUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED for all the
Faithful Departed.

NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

First Reading: | Kings 19:4-8

Queen Jezebel had vowed to kill Elijah, who went
into the desert and prayed for death. Instead, he
went to sleep and was awakened by an angel, who
told him to eat the food God had given him. He ate
and went back to sleep, but God’s angel again
woke him and told him to eat. Strengthened by the
food, he got up and walked forty days and nights to
the mountain of God.

Second Reading: Ephesians 4:30—5:2

Paul appeals to the Ephesians to get rid of
bitterness, anger, and malice. Instead, they must
be kind, compassionate, and forgiving just as God
has been. We must be imitators of Christ, and love
one another as he has loved us.

Gospel: John 6:41-51

The Jews were not convinced that Jesus was the
bread that came down from heaven. But he again
explains that he is the bread of life. He tells them
that anyone who believes and eats this bread shall
live forever. He explains that the bread he will give
is his flesh, for the life of the world.

Newark Priest

Thinking Priesthood?

Are you being called?

Talk to your priest or

Visit the Archdiocese of Newark Office of Priestly Vocations
Call 973-313-6190. Email info@newarkpriest.com.
Social Media@Newark Priest

19" Sunday in Ordinary Time

“Get up and eat or the journey will be too much for
you!” 1KivGs 19:7

God knows that committing to a stewardship
lifestyle is difficult. However, we were not designed
to do it on our own, we need God’s help.
Fortunately, God gave us the greatest gift of all, His
son, Jesus. Through the gift of the Eucharist, we
unite our sacrifice with Jesus’ sacrifice to do the will
of God, Our Father. We receive the strength and
courage to be His missionary disciples.
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Worship

DEVOTION
The Rosary is prayed before the 9AM

e
ﬁ""/’} Mass during the week
]zb%

. Monday — Saturday.
3 On Thursdays
é‘uf“‘}u} after 9AM Mass the Blessed
'? Sacrament is exposed, closing with
Benediction at 11:00AM.
MT. ST. MARY HOUSE OF PRAYER...
offers many programs that invite us to
be stretched and grow in relationship
with ourselves, others and God.
For more information see the website:

www.msmhope.org
or email msmhope@msmhope.org

.. ..,0-41%

MOUNT SAINT MARY
House of Prayer

An Ocsi of Peace, Confemplaion & Hosolaly

YOUTH

Religious Education

Registration for classes 1-8 is open now thru
August 26™. You may register online or in person.
Please be sure to register as soon as possible in
order for us to be adequately supplied for the fall.

If you can give a little of your time on Wednesday
evenings as an instructor, an assistant or just to
help out a little, please call the office or contact
Iveth Parada at bestreligioused@gmail.com
in the Religious Education Department.

Your help would be greatly appreciated!

ALTAR SERVERS
Be joyful to serve at the altar,
to be closer to Jesus!
Altar Servers make a difference.
If you are interested in participating
at Mass as an Altar Server, girls
included - contact Fr. Bernardo.
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ST. BARTHOLOMEW ACADEMY
The academy is a perfect place for a Catholic
Education founded on learning a true Catholic
way and achieving excellence in academics.
The students are nurtured and cared for.
For information, please contact
Maureen Doherty at 908-322-4265
www.stbacademy.org

The Saint of the Week

St. Maximilian Kolbe
(August 14))

St. Maximilian Kolbe was born as Raymund
Kolbe on January 8, 1894, in Poland, He was a
Conventual Franciscan friar.

St. Maximilian Kolbe was very active in
promoting the Immaculate Virgin Mary and is known
as the Apostle of Consecration to Mary. Much of his
life was strongly influenced by a vision he had of the
Virgin Mary when he was 12. The Mother of God
came to him holding two crowns, one white, the other
red. The white one meant purity, and the red
martyrdom.

In 1918, he was ordained a priest and
continued his work of promoting Mary throughout
Poland. Over the next several years, Kolbe took on
publishing. He founded a monthly periodical titled,
"Rycerz Niepokalanej" (Knight of the Immaculate). He
also operated a religious publishing press and founded
a new Conventual Franciscan monastery at
Niepokalanow, which became a major religious
publishing center. He also founded monasteries in
both Japan and India.

In 1936, Kolbe's poor health forced him to
return home to Poland, and once the WWII invasion
by Germany began, he became one of the only
brothers to remain in the monastery. He refused to
sign a document that would recognize him as a
German citizen with his German ancestry and
continued to work in his monastery, providing shelter
for refugees - including hiding 2,000 Jews from
German persecution.

On February 17, 1941, the monastery was
shut down; Kolbe was arrested by the German
Gestapo and taken to the Pawiak prison. Three
months later, he was transferred to Auschwitz.

Never abandoning his priesthood, Kolbe was
the victim of severe violence and harassment. Toward
the end of his second month in Auschwitz, men were
chosen to face death by starvation to warn against
escapes. Kolbe was not chosen but volunteered to take
the place of a man with a family.

It is said during the last days of his life Kolbe
led prayers to Our Lady with the prisoners and
remained calm. He was the last of the group to
remain alive, after two weeks of dehydration and
starvation. The guards gave him a lethal injection of
carbolic acid. The stories tell that he raised his left
arm and calmly awaited death.

St. Maximilian Kolbe died on August 14, and
his remains were cremated on August 15, the same
day as the Feast of the Assumption.
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Polskie Duszpasterstwo
W Parafi éw. Bemarda | éw. Stanlsiawa Kostk

19 Niedziela Zwykla Rok B
Z Dialogu $w. Katarzyny Sienenskiej,
dziewicy, O Bozej Opatrznosci

Najstodszy mdj Panie, wejrzyj
mitoSciwie na Twoj lud, na Ciato Mistyczne
Twojego Kosciota. Wszak o wiele bardziej
uwielbione bedzie Swiete Imie Twoje
woéwczas, kiedy przebaczysz tak licznej
rzeszy Twych stworzen, niz tylko mnie
biednej, ktdra tak bardzo obrazitam Twdj
Majestat. Jakze mogtabym doznawac
pociechy widzac siebie przy zyciu, jesliby
lud Twdj pograzony byt w $mierci, gdyby
mroki grzechdw z powodu moich
nieprawosci i nieprawosci innych stworzen
ogarniaty Twojg umitowang Oblubienice.

Zarliwie przeto blagam o te niepojeta
taske, abys$ okazat mitosierdzie ludowi
Twemu w imie owej niezrownanej mitosci,
ktora Cie sktonita do stworzenia cztowieka
na obraz i podobienstwo Twoje. I czemuz
to, prosze, obdarzytes cztowieka tak wielkg
godnoscig? Niewatpliwie, stato sie tak
jedynie dla niepojetej mitosci, dzieki ktorej
dostrzegte$ Twe stworzenie w sobie samym
i w nim sie rozmitowates$. Wyznaje jednak
otwarcie, iz przez grzech cztowiek stusznie
utracit godnos¢, do jakiej zostat
wyniesiony.

Ty za$ wiedziony tg samg mitoscig i
pragnac w swojej dobroci pojednac ludzi ze
sobg, dates nam Stowo, Twojego
Jednorodzonego Syna, ktory stat sie
prawdziwym PoSrednikiem miedzy nami a
Toba. On stat sie naszg sprawiedliwoscia.
W sobie samym zniweczyt wszystkie nasze
nieprawosci i grzechy mocg postuszenstwa,
ktorego Ty, Ojcze niebieski, oden zazadates
polecajac Mu przyja¢ naszg ludzka nature.

O niezréwnana gtebio mitosci! Jakiez
serce moze pozostac tak twarde, by sie nie

poruszyC i nie zadrze¢ widzac, ze tak wielka
wzniostosS¢ zstgpita ku tak przepastnej
niskosci. Bo takg wiasnie jest nasza ludzka
natura.

JesteSmy Twoim obrazem, a Ty
obrazem naszym dzieki jednosci, jaka
ustanowite$ miedzy sobg a cztowiekiem.
Wiekuiste Bostwo skryte$ pod nedzng
zastong skazonej natury ludzkiej. Dlaczego?
Jedynie dla Twej niewypowiedzianej
mitosci. Przez owa niepojetg mitos¢
pokornie i ze wszystkich sit mej duszy
btagam Twadj Majestat, aby$ biednym
stworzeniom okazat swoje taskawe

mitosierdzie.
LG tom IV: XIX Niedziela Zwykta B, str. 66-67

Szkota Polska Doksztatcajaca
Zajecia w Polskiej Szkole dziatajgcej przy
naszej Parafii odbywaja sie
w kazdy poniedziatek w okresie roku
szkolnego
od godz. 5:30 do 8:00PM.

Kontakt: polskaszkolaplainfield@outlook.com
Dyrektorka Szkofy: Beata Benewiat

Tel. 732-266-4310
Tel. 732-266-4310

ANNUALAPPEAL

The 2024 Annual Appeal has begun! Each year we are
invited to participate in the Annual Appeal, which is an
opportunity to support essential ministries and programs
of our Archdiocese. Your sacrificial support makes it
possible for us to carry out the important work that we
are called to do as missionary disciples of Jesus.

We already collected $25,817.00 which is 89% of our
goal for the AA 2024. We are missing only $3,059.94.00

Thank you for all your donations.

Thank you to all who donated to
St. Mary’s Recycle Group.
St. Mary’s Recycle Group has picked
& up all the donated items. Again,
& thank you for all your support!

|
¥
)
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COMMUNITY BUILDING

NON-PERISHABLE FOOD COLLECTION

We continue to collect food in the open area of the
church for Starfish to be distributed throughout the
Union County area. Dates should be current and food
non-perishable. Thank you for all your support

throughout the years.

BESTCHURCH
SENIORS

Don’t forget!

Our meetings will
resume in the fall on
the third Thursday of
the month at 12:30PM
for programs, fun,
socialization and
delightful desserts.

In 2055, retirement village
residerts play a game of “Guess
what the fatloo used to bel”

If you are a Senior
Citizen or almost a
Senior......
you are invited and welcome to join us.
For more information, please contact Karole

in the Parish office.

Parish g’:(&iving

simple, securs. convenient,

ONLINE GIVING
It is possible to automate your Faith Giving to our
parish. To sign up online and/or to automate giving,
simply go to our parish website.
www.bestchurch.net

Collection August 4
Online....$ 3,023
In Pew....... $ 4,181
Total Collection for August 4....$ 7,204

Thank you for all your donations!!!

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available on a
regular basis on Saturdays at 4:15PM and after
weekday Masses simply by requesting a
celebration of the sacrament.

From Fr. Marcin's Desk

Dear Brothers & Sisters,

We continue the reading of Chapter Six of the
Gospel according to John, in which Jesus, after
performing the great miracle of the multiplication of
the loaves, explains to the people the meaning of
that “sign.” Jesus begins from the experience of
hunger and the sign of bread, to reveal Himself and
to offer an invitation to believe in Him.

The people seek Him, the people listen to Him,
because they are still enthusiastic about the
miracle; they want to make Him king! However,
when Jesus affirms that He is the true bread given
by God, many are shocked. They do not
understand and begin murmuring among
themselves saying, “Do we not know his father and
mother? How does he now say, ‘I have come down
from heaven’?” Then Jesus says, “No one can
come to me unless the Father who sent me draws
him,” and he adds, “he who believes has eternal
life.”

This word of the Lord astonishes us and makes
us think. It introduces the dynamic of faith, which is
a relationship - the relationship between God and
me to believe in Him, it is not enough to meet
Jesus, to read the Bible, to withess a miracle, such
as that of the multiplication of the loaves. So many
people were in close contact with Jesus, and they
still did not believe. This happened because their
hearts were closed to the action of God’s Spirit. If
your heart is always closed, faith doesn’t enter!
Instead, God the Father draws us to Jesus; it is we
who open or close our hearts. Faith, which is like a
seed deep in the heart, blossoms when we let the
Father draw us to Jesus, and we “go to Him” with
an open heart.

With this attitude of faith, we can also
understand the meaning of the “Bread of Life” that
Jesus gives us, and which He describes in this
way, “| am the living bread which came down from
heaven; if any one eats of this bread, he will live
forever; and the bread which | shall give for the life
of the world is my flesh.” In Jesus, in his “flesh”
that is, in his concrete humanity is all the love of
God, which is the Holy Spirit. Those who let
themselves be drawn by this love go to Jesus and
go with faith and receive from Him life —eternal life.

Fr. Marcin Fuks

pastor@bestchurch.net
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MEMORIAL

——FUNERAL HOME —
Thoughtful care—Compassionate service

Owned and managed by the Keiser family

“Sustafpon

FAMILY OF FUNERAL HOMES
INDEPENDENT & LOCAL

2425 Plainfield Ave, South Plainfield, NJ 07080
908-561-8000 1

since 1928

Thomas M. Keiser, Jr., Owner
NJ License No. 3844

Laura E. Mann, Executive Director
NJ License No. 4947

155 South Avenue % Fanwood, NJ 07023
908 322-4350

www.fanwoodmemorial.com

James A. Gustafson Ei5E
ﬁhﬁ
(G

President/Manager
NJ License #4205
Richard W. McCriskin Il
Vice President Scan to
NJ License #4564 Vvisit our website

www.mccriskinfuneralhome.com

Pre-Arrangements ¢ Cremation Services
S/S Medicaid Protection

ROOFING » CHIMNEYS

MASONRY -
We Find & Fix Leaks!

L
ROYAL PRO
CONSTRUCTION

Family Owned/Operated « Lic. #13VH0934200, Bonded & Insured « 20+ Yrs.

732-589-9967 Scwing Al of Wew Jersey

JJAJX_J f

Honlne amain=sse

GUTTERS

i "$800 OFF |

Any New Roof Replacement

15% OFF

i Any Roof, Chimney, Gutter, |
i Masonry Repair & SENIORS !

OV,

Act now to
help end hunger.

In the United States, one in
nine people face hunger.

AMERICA

feedingamerica.org

Watchung Dental Care PC e o
COSMETIC = IMPLANT = FAMILY DENTISTRY \ \w

Sang H. Moon D.D.S., F.I1.C.0.1. 1801 East 2nd Street
Caroline Hanna, D.M.D. Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-6090 = www.watchungdentalcare.com

ie necesitan
anunciantes!

[Enviarjun/correo

electronlco a

ONLY YSU

CAN PREVENT WILDFIRES bpolanco@bonventure net

Rutgers Dining Services

NOW HIRING

Per Diem & Hourly Employees

Hiring events held Tuesdays at 10am at Neilson Dining Hall,
177 Ryders Lane, New Brunswick, NJ 08901. To register for an upcoming session,
call 848-932-8469 or email us at edofficeadmin@dining.rutgers.edu.

I~
=
APPLY ONLINE
arriy onune e i

Apply prior to an event
for on-the-spot interviews!

Event Dates
July 9 July 23

July 16

July 30

August 6

August 13

RUTGERS—NEW BRUNSWICK
Dining Services

Division of Student Affairs

go.rutgers.edu/rudmmg

Help build a future where people
live in harmony with nature.

www.worldwildlife.org

Higgins

HOME FOR FUNERALS, INC.

estab]lshed 1 868

NEED A LAWYER?
INJURED?

* Catl For A Free Legal Consaltation *

MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.

Stephen D. Szczubelek
Manager Watchung Lic. #4446
908-756-0017
www.higginsfuneralhome.com
752 Mountain Boulevard - Watchung, NJ 07069

973-326-8902

* Personal Injury

* Workers' Compensation
‘Cennriep By T Supneme Cour oF New Jensey © SOCia| Security D|Sab|l|ty
‘As AWorkers' CompensATion Law ATToRneY

lawmarcbrennerlcomlsJmarc@lawmarcbrennericom

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE - CEDAR KNOLLS, NJ 07927

G35501 (CK) - St. Bernard, Plainfield

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 « BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC * P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836



